AR ST. THOMAS’ PARISH

@ @ EPISCOPAL CHURCH DUPONT CIRCLE

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - January 17, 2021

Opening Hymn 518 “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
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Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People: Glory to God for ever and ever.

Glory to God - LEVAS 243
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Verses:

1 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

2 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we
praise you for your glory.

3 Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,

Refrain

4 You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

5 You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

6 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,

7 You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Refrain

Amen.

The Collect

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of slavery, and made
them free at last: Grant that your church, following the example of your prophet Martin Luther
King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and may strive to secure for all your children
the blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Exodus 3: 7-12

The Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come
to me; [ have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that [
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt!” He said, “I will be with you; and




this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord People:  Thanks be to God

Psalm 77: 11-20 (read by all)

11 I will remember the works of God *
and call to mind your wonders of old time.
12 I will meditate on all your acts *
and ponder your mighty deeds.
13 Your way, O God, is holy; *
who is so great a god as our God?
14 You are the God who works wonders *
and have declared your power among the peoples.
15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, *
the children of Jacob and Joseph.
16 The waters saw you, O God;
the waters saw you and trembled; *
the very depths were shaken.
17 The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; *
your arrows flashed to and fro;
18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;
your lightnings lit up the world; *
the earth trembled and shook.
18 Your way was in the sea,
and your paths in the great waters, *
yet your footsteps were not seen.
20 You led your people like a flock *
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

The Holy Gospel Luke 6: 27-36

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for
them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you! For even
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that




to you! Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

The Homily Carol Coonrod, Dan Costello, Jessie Eddy, Jason Forman

“An Affirmation of Faith Based on the Writings of Dr. King”
from the United Presbyterian Church
o
We refuse to believe that we are unable
to influence the events which surround us.

We refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and
war,
that peace, brotherhood and sisterhood are not possible.

We believe there is an urgent need
for people to overcome oppression and violence,
without resorting to violence and oppression.

We believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace,
a way which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation.
The foundation of this way is love.

We believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love
will have the final word in reality.

We believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant.

We believe that peoples everywhere

can have three meals a day for their bodies,
education and culture for their minds,

and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.

We believe that what selfcentered people have torn down,
other-centered people can build up.

By the goodness of God at work within people,

we believe that brokenness can be healed.




Prayers for Sound Government from the Book of Common Prayer

Jesus, you rule with justice and peace; bless the leaders of our land, that we
may become a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to
other nations of the earth.

Silence

As many newly elected officials take their positions of authority in our country, we pray that Joe,
our Presidentelect, Kamala our Vice President-elect, and all members of the Cabinet, Governors
of States, Mayors of Cities, all in administrative authority, be granted wisdom and grace in the
exercise of their duties.

Silence

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give
courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to

fulfill our obligations in the community of nations.

Silence

To the Judges and officers of our Courts, give understanding and integrity, that human rights may
be safeguarded and justice served.

Silence

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their
fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for

the well-being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your
holy Name.

Amen.

Almighty God, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations of
the world bring their glory:

Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth, especially this city of Washington D.C. Renew the
ties of mutual regard which form our civic life.

Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that
peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that people from different
cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.




The Peace

Celebrant: The Peace of Christ be always with you.
All: And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Offertory “There is a Balm in Gilead”
Isabel O’Hagan, soloist

There is a balm in Gilead

To make the wounded whole
There is a balm in Gilead

To heal the sin-sick soul

Sometimes I feel discouraged

And deep [ feel the pain
In prayers the holy spirit
Revives my soul again

If you can't pray like Peter

If you can't be like Paul

Go home and tell your neighbour
He died to save us all

-

arr. Ken Burton




The Lord’s Prayer

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, PADRE NUESTRO, que estas en el cielo.
hallowed be your name, Santificado sea tu nombre.

your kingdom come, Venga tu reino. Hagase tu voluntad

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. en la tierra como en el cielo.

Give us today our daily bread. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
Forgive us our sins Perdona nuestras ofensas,

as we forgive those who sin against us. como también nosotros perdonamos

Save us from the time of trial a los que nos ofenden.

and deliver us from evil. No nos dejes caer en tentacién y libranos
For the kingdom, the power, del mal.

and the glory are yours Porque tuyo es el reino, el poder, y la gloria
now and forever. Amen. Por los siglos de los siglos. Amén.

Spiritual Communion Prayer, adapted from the Prayer Book for Armed Services

A spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to express their desire to

receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which circumstances impede them from actually receiving
Holy Communion. The leader invites the following prayer to be said by all:

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy
Eucharist is now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We
remember your death, Lord Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in
glory. Since we cannot receive you now in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech
you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus,
and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the
life to come. Amen.




Closing Hymn LEVAS 196

“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”
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Blessing

Celebrant: Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold fast that which is good.
Render to no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people. And the blessing of the Triune God, Eternal Majesty,
Incarnate Word, and Abiding Spirit rest upon you this day and remain with you
forever.

People: Amen

Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in Peace! Proclaim the Word made flesh!
People: Thanks be to God.

Our hymns today are reprinted under One License # A-734785.
Spoken liturgy reprinted from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain.




ST. THOMAS’ PARISH
EPISCOPAL CHURCH * DUPONT CIRCLE
Announcements for the Second Sunday after the
Epiphany ~ January 17, 2021

A NOTE FROM OUR RECTOR

Dear St. Thomas' Parish,

I've been praying for you, this city, and our nation each
morning.

This week | joined a meeting on safety leading up to the
Inauguration with the Mayor’s office along with hundreds of
faith leaders from across the city. We were encouraged to
remember that we will get through this time together. We
were also encouraged to find ways to continue to pray online
as road closures and security measures may make it difficult
to reach our churches.

I've always found it a gift that we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr’s birthday right before
the Inauguration. As we welcome newly elected officials, we do so with Dr. King’s vision for
what is possible for our world. This Sunday, we will remember Dr. King’s witness to Christ in
his time. We will read the prayers and scripture readings appointed for his feast day in the
Church. Carol Coonrod, Dan Costello, Jessie Eddy, and Jason Forman will share
reflections from their time in Sacred Ground (read more below on Sacred Ground) and invite
us all to participate in this important anti-racism course.

We will also use an Affirmation of Faith based on Dr. King’s writings. | thought you may like
to read it before the service. | may print it out to keep near in the months to come!

God bless you,
Lisa+




“An Affirmation of Faith Based on the Writings of Dr. King”

from the United Presbyterian Church

We refuse to believe that we are unable
to influence the events which surround us.

We refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war,
that peace, brotherhood and sisterhood are not possible.

We believe there is an urgent need
for people to overcome oppression and violence,
without resorting to violence and oppression.

We believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace,
a way which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation.
The foundation of this way is love.

We believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love
will have the final word in reality.

We believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil
triumphant.

We believe that peoples everywhere
can have three meals a day for their bodies,
education and culture for their minds,
and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.

We believe that what self-centered people have torn down,
other-centered people can build up.
By the goodness of God at work within people,
we believe that brokenness can be healed.




COVID-19 Memorial Tuesday, January 19
Our parish is still meeting online each week but had hoped to join houses of faith across the

country in lighting up our building for the nationwide COVID-19 memorial on Tuesday,
January 19. It's occurred to me that during the last year we have seen that we are the
Church, and we can be the Church even remotely and online. Tuesday, January 19 at 5:30
pm, please join me in lighting a candle and ringing bells in your home to remember those
who have died of COVID-19 and pray for those who grieve. We will light up the church in
this way. You may like to join us in Evening Prayer at 6:30 pm.

St. Thomas’ Church building will be closed Friday, January 15 through Thursday,
January 21, 2021

Out of an abundance of caution, our church (building) will be closed from Friday, January 15
through Thursday, January 21. Staff will be working remotely. If you had planned to stop in,
please reschedule. Please know that we do have plans to check in on our building during
this week and respond to any building emergencies that may arise.

for our nation

JANUARY 7—19 « 5 PM

ORACIONES por nuestra nacion 7-19 enero ¢ 5 PM

Episcopal Diocese ‘ Diécesis Episcopal R E\I“:le’l;(r)':l;\L
of Washington ’ de Washington n C ;\THE])R AL

2020 Giving Statement

Thank you for your generous financial contributions in 2020. 2020 Giving Statements, which
include financial gifts made to the operating and capital campaign were sent out on
Wednesday through Realm. Please do be in touch with Nolan in the parish office with any
questions at administrator@stthomasdc.org.
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Annual Meeting- Save the Date — Sunday, February 7

The St. Thomas’ Parish Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 7, 2021 following
our 10:30 am service on Zoom. Never been to an annual meeting for a church? This year’s
meeting will include a celebration of the highlights from 2020, a presentation of the 2021
budget, reports from the Wardens and Rector, a written report from all of our ministries,
election of new Vestry leaders, and the presentation of bylaw amendments for parish
approval.

Thank you to the Vestry Nominating Committee for their work sharing the ministry of Vestry
with members of our parish.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Parish 2021 Vestry Slate

Wardens
1. Senior Warden- Gregory Zitterkob*
2. Junior Warden- Karen Garlick*
Vestry Members
3. Jason Crighton (current vestry, continuing for optional 31 year)*
4. Jane Saari (current vestry, continuing for optional 3 year)*
Nominated for a new term
5. Reggie Greer*
6. Noel Miller*
7. Brett Snyder*
8. John Trumbo*

9. Brian Crane (remains on the Vestry for his second year of service)

* Bolded are candidates who will be voted on

Documents will be sent out in a special packet of information through our Phoenix email list,
but if you require a hard copy, we’'d be happy to mail them to you. We will have an
information session about the bylaw amendments the week prior to the Annual Meeting.
Please email Nolan (administrator@stthomasdc.org) if you'd like a copy mailed to you.
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Here is our Zoom online schedule for this coming week.

Sunday, January 17: SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
10:30 am Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)
11:15 am Coffee Hour on Zoom
3:30 pm Spanish 101 with Al Llanos

Monday, January 18: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
6:30-7:00 pm Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Tuesday, January 19:
5:30 pm COVID Memorial - Light a candle and ring bells at home
6:30-7:00 pm Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Wednesday, January 20: INAUGURATION DAY
6:30-7:00 pm Evening Worship with Taize Chant

Thursday, January 21:
9:45-6:30 pm Spanish Conversation with Al
6:30-7:00 pm Evening Worship (with Evening Prayer or Compline.)

Friday, January 22:
6:30-7:30 pm Yoga and Prayer (different Zoom link -please see announcement
below with details)

Sunday, January 24: THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
9:30 am Info session on proposed bylaw amendments
10:30 am Worship (on Zoom or go to our Facebook page)
11:15 am Coffee Hour on Zoom

Zoom Code for all of our Worship, Social (Coffee Hour, etc.), Study, and Open Office
Hours.

Meeting ID: 947 6442 4718
Password: 151718th

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/947644247187pwd=WFhJMOMSN2VxT2dVbVpaelljaVQ2UT09
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
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Worship with St. Thomas’

Save the Date: Celebration of New Ministry and Installation
of the Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja as Rector

The Wardens, Vestry, and Members of
St. Thomas’ Parish
‘Washington, DC

Request Your Prayers and Presence at
the Celebration of New Ministry
and Installation of
the Reverend Lisa Saunders Ahuja
as the Rector of St. Thomas’ Parish

Sunday, January 31, 2020
10:30 in the morning on Zoom and Facebook.

The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde,
Presiding

Chair Dedications from the Chair*ity Fundraiser

Back in 2018 many people made a financial contribution to the chairs for our sanctuary. We
cannot wait to sit in that space once again! You may remember that in 2019 we started
collecting dedications for these chairs, statements that chairs are in thanksgiving or memory
of someone special to you. We do not have a dedication for all of the donations and want to
ensure your dedication is included.

Please either email: administrator@stthomasdc.org with your dedication or fill in the Google
form with your dedication: https:/forms.gle/ntRGEoBzop1KGJy46

If you cannot remember how many chairs you donated, or you are new and would like to
contribute to the capital expenses of these chairs in honor of someone special to you, please
do write to Nolan at administrator@stthomasdc.org. There are plenty more to be dedicated,
and the cost of each was $299. We aim to collect all of this information by January 30, 2021.
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Study with St. Thomas’

Identifying and Sharing your Spiritual Gifts-

Join members of the Stewardship and Ministry Committee for a three-week class January 31-
February 14t in Identifying and Sharing your Spiritual Gifts. We will meet from 9:30-10:15 am
on our Zoom Code for study, worship, and fellowship.

Sacred Ground

Please join us as St. Thomas' Parish
undertakes the Episcopal Church's anti-
racism course, Sacred Ground.

This powerful course is a 10-week series

(with two breaks for Ash Wednesday and

Holy Week) using documentaries and

readings to discuss racism and faith in

our nation. The Rector and Vestry urge all members of our community to participate in this
important and vital dialogue on racism.

Jessie Brewster and Jason Forman will be co-facilitating the series.

The series will be held on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm on the Worship Zoom link and
will end by 8:30 pm. The dates of the session will be February 3, 10, & 24; March 3, 10, 17,
& 24; and April 7, 14, & 21.

We have had a robust series of formation events during the pandemic. Sacred Ground will
be the focus of our formation events starting February 3rd, through Lent, and ending in the
Easter season.

We'll be reading chapters each week in two books: Waking Up White, and Finding Myself
in the Story of Race by Deby Irving and Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard
Thurman

Both of these books often sell out (which is a blessing). | would urge you to order now from
your local bookstore, bookshop.org, https://www.politics-prose.com/, or www.amazon.com.
Please contact the church office if you need financial assistance buying the books.

There will also be one assigned documentary each week and other short readings. For
more information, see https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground
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Yoga and Prayer Looks to the Light: Finding Sacred Ground in Fractured Times
In Partnership with the Episcopal Diocese of Washington, Evening Prayer on Fridays will be
streamed from our building.

New Class Schedule January 8 to February 12

Join us in the Epiphany season for a return to the light. We will gather Fridays at 6:30 pm
(via Zoom) to center ourselves with simple yoga and prayer.

Within a framework drawn from the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer, we explore ancient
‘Wisdom’ writings and contemporary poetry that resonate in today’s world. Yoga sequences
take us more deeply into a weekly theme tied to current events and Epiphany season

miracles. Come as often as you like. Only one sign-up needed for all six weeks. You can
begin any week and drop-ins and newcomers welcome.

About the Instructor:

The Rev. Diana V. Gustafson has led innovative yoga and prayer at a number of churches in the
Diocese of Washington. She is a Registered Yoga Teacher (500 -hour certificate) who trained at
several studios in the Washington area. She received her M.Div. from Virginia Theological
Seminary and most recently served as a Curate at All Souls Episcopal Church. This event is
hosted by the Episcopal Diocese of Washington and St. Thomas' on Dupont Circle.

A Zoom link will be emailed in advance of the start of each class.

Sign up here now!
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Take Action with St. Thomas’

Responding to Grief and Joy (and everything in between!) in our Community:
In this time when we cannot check in with one another face to face each week, you may
wish to respond to the grief or joy in our community by sending a greeting card or making a
phone call. If you do not have the individual’s contact information, please check Realm or
send your greeting card to that person % our church. We will make sure to share with them.
» Healing: Jerry Donohoe: Here is a link to his Caring Bridge page for
updates on his health: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerrydonahoe.
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Diapers Needed--- Size 6

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, we have listened to the needs of our local community
and tried to respond faithfully. We’ve donated lots of diapers, wipes, formula, and more to
young, low-income families from Central America served by The United Planning
Organization (UPO) in Columbia Heights.

St. Thomas’ Member Al, serves as a social worker at (UPO), and shares that there is a
current need for diapers in size 6. Al lives near St. Thomas’ Parish on Beekman Place,
NW. Call or email him for address or drop off 202-604-3084 or alllanosdc@gmail.com
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Reverend Lisa’s Contact Information:
The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja
St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18t Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
1-202-361-2018 (cell)
lahuja@stthomasdc.org

Celebrating Our January Birthdays
Stacey George (January 1)
Felecia Williams (January 1)
Joe Bishop-Henchman (January 4)
Samantha Fallon (January 5)
Bob McDonald (January 16)
Gregory Zitterkob (January 22)
Tyler Ashworth (January 23)
David Insinga (January 23)
Rev. Linda Kaufman (January 23)
Chris Hartenau (January 27)
John Coonrod (January 31)

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed here, please let us know at
administrator@stthomasdc.org.

Parish Prayer List

Anne Marie Bohler Jeremy Gee Mike Knapp

Matthew Briggs Jan Harrison Dave Kucharski
Peggyann Cohen Mark Herzog Linda Long-Jarosik
Jerry Donahoe Kristin Jones Bishop Gene Robinson
John Fallon

For the repose of the soul of:
Charlotte Anderson Donna Norman

You may submit a name for the list by sending an e-mail to: administrator@stthomasdc.org
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“As St. Thomas’ Parish we are followers of Jesus, striving to see Christ in
each person, and to be Christ in our community, our city, and our world.”

Vestry
Jessie Eddy, Senior Warden
Stephen Schembs, Junior Warden
Jennie Allison, Treasurer
Jean Holman, Clerk
Jennie Allison, Brian Crane, Jason Crighton, Bettina Hager,
Jane Saari, Brett Snyder, Gregory Zitterkob

Staff

The Rev. Lisa Saunders Ahuja  Rector lahuja@stthomasdc.org

cell: 202-361-2018
The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson  Bishop in Residence @BishopGRobinson
Michael Lodico Interim Music Director mlodico@stthomasdc.org
Nolan Dikrancesco Administrator administrator@stthomasdc.org
Kimberly Davis Nursery Care Worker
Clhifford Bowens Nursery Care Worker

St. Thomas’ Parish
1517 18" Street NW Washington, DC 20036 (202) 808-3326

www.stthomasdc.org # mmfo@stthomasdc.org
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